
  
SMASH – MOTIVATION LETTER 

 

SMASH Motivation Letter   

Information page: please delete all the italic text of this page before submission. Your motivational 
statement document MUST NOT exceed 2 pages.  
 
The following template (from page 2 of this document) can be directly filled if you use Microsoft Word. 
If you want to use an alternative solution of text editor, you may strictly use the following parameters for your 
template:  
 
The document must respect the following standards: 

● A4 page size 
● Use the reference font for the body text of H2020 proposals:  Times New Roman (Windows 

platforms), Times/Times New Roman (Apple platforms) or Nimbus Roman No.9 L (Linux 
distributions). 

● The minimum font size allowed is 11 points. Standard character spacing and a minimum of single 
line spacing is to be used. Text elements other than the body text, such as headers, footnotes, 
captions, formulae, may deviate, but must be legible; however, these elements should not be used 
as mechanism to circumvent the rules. For example, text within a table or graphical element 
should be kept to a minimum.  

● Single line spacing 
● All margins (top, bottom, left, right) should be 2 cm minimum 
● Please make sure that you do not disclose any personal information in the motivational letter 

in order to assure anonymity for the unbiased assessment process. 
● You should avoid any mention of the name, surname, gender and other identifying personal 

information 
● You should not mention explicitly your past affiliated institutions 
● You should not mention explicitly the names of your scientific collaborators or their 

affiliations 
● References must be written in the form of a number in a square bracket, e.g. [1], which will 

then correspond to the citation in the reference list. Citations should consist of the title of the 
publication and publication details (journal, publication year, etc.) but should not include any 
names of the authors 

● Name the file as: “Motivation Letter_ApplicantIDcode” (eg. Motivational Letter_EBR248) 
 
Sections:  

● The section header in the grey boxes (title and instructions) must be kept unchanged 
 
This form is part of the application material and should be submitted online as a .pdf document. It is the 
responsibility of the applicant to verify that the submitted .pdf documents are readable and are within the 
page limit (maximum 2 pages). 
 
Applicants not using this template or which do not comply with the specifications above (format, order and 
length of the sections) will be considered ineligible and excluded from further review.  

 
 
 
  



 
 

2 
SMASH Motivation Letter 

1-MOTIVATION LETTER (please briefly describe motivation, personal and career development 
objectives. Explain your interest in the SMASH programme and the reasons behind your application, 
including how you will take the full advantage of the SMASH fellowship)  Maximum 2 pages. 

1. What is the motivation for your application? 
2. How do you expect the program to enhance your career development? 
3. How will you make sure that you will take the full advantage of 2-years SMASH fellowship? 

 


